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is difficult to meet, on cordial terms, a man whom
one knows to hold an unfavourable opinion of
oneself. But in one way I am glad he said them,
because I do not think I could in any other
manner have discerned the truth. If a friend
had said them without anger, he would no doubt
have so gilded the pill that it would have seemed
rather a precious ornament than a bitter remedy.
I will not here say in detail what my friend
accused me of, but it amounted to a charge of
egotism ; and as egotism is a common fault, and
particularly common with lonely and unmarried
men, I will make no excuse for propounding a
few considerations on the point, and how it may
perhaps be cured, or, if not cured, at least modified.
I suppose that the egotist is the man who re-
gards the world as a setting for himself, as opposed
to the man who realises that he is a small unit
in a gigantic system. The characteristic of the
egotist is to consider himself of too great import-
ance, while the danger of the non-egotist is not
sufficiently to realise his significance. Egotism
is the natural temptation of all those whose in-
dividuality is strong ; the man of intense desires,
of acute perceptions, of vigorous preferences, of
eager temperament, is in danger of trying to con-